
Funds raised 

15,331,575 €
Projects reported

 6,436
Women and girls helped 

1,687,447

Who we are

Soroptimist International (SI) was founded in 1921.
Established in 1930, Soroptimist International of Europe (SIE) is the biggest of SI’s four Federations.
Present in 62 countries across Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the Caribbean.  

An active network of members, Clubs and Unions
	 over 34,000*  members
	 over 1,260* Clubs – each Club has an average of about 30 members
	 24 Unions – each Union should have 7 or more Cubs and at least 150 members 

‘A Global Voice For Women’
We help give women and girls a voice in international decision-making through our:
	 special consultative status at the UN ECOSOC 
	 participatory status at the Council of Europe and the European Women’s Lobby

Did you know?
The word Soroptimist was coined 
from the Latin soror meaning sister 
and optima meaning best, which is 
interpreted as ‘the best for women’.

Active women in professions and business dedicated to the causes  
of women and girls
Soroptimists plan, raise funds for and implement projects and advocate at local, national and 
international levels in the interest of human rights and gender equality.

Who Are Soroptimists? 

Some Figures** 

A service organisation dedicated  
to improving the lives of women and girls

SOROPTIMIST
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A global voice for women

 * as of March 2017
 ** since October 2012



What we do

Press enquiries 
please contact:  meltem.zourdos@soroptimisteurope.org    +41 (0)22 346 08 80    www.soroptimisteurope.org

Biennium 2015-2017: Targeting Education  
In two years, SIE has delivered hundreds of scholarships, supported mentoring and leadership programmes, 
built schools, provided school supplies, contributed to curriculum development and continuing education for 
migrant women, while lobbying for equality in education.

Project of the Year 
Soroptimists from Madagascar 
and Switzerland supported the 
construction of an education 
centre and orphanage for street 
children in Antananarivo, 
Madagascar.

Educate to Lead Award
Soroptimists in Germany 
developed a simple and fun way 
to help develop young girls’ 
interest in pursuing careers in the 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) area 
through a ‘STEM Camp for Girls’.

The SIE Best Practice Awards 2016
recognise a number of exceptional projects conducted by Soroptimists, 
including the two below. 

The SIE Peace Prize
celebrates the contributions 
of exceptional women to-
wards achieving peace. The 
first Prize was presented in 
2005. Dr Edit Schlaffer was 
awarded the 2015 Peace 
Prize. As the founder of the 
advocacy and lobbying or-
ganisation, Women Without 
Borders, she develops crea-
tive ways of bringing women 
into the security spotlight. 

Our Projects
	 address local needs.
	 bring concrete improvements to the lives of women and girls.
	 contribute to the UN SDG5.  
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