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INTRODUCTION

Established on 5 May 1949 (Treaty of London) by 10 states 

Comprises 47 member states today

Based in Strasbourg (France)

Intergovernmental political Organisation, 
founded on three main values: 

human rights, democracy and the rule of law 
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The Council of Europe is active in all areas affecting European society, with the 
exception of defence and the economy, and addresses modern-day challenges such as:
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THE SECRETARY
GENERAL

 is responsible for the strategic planning of the Organisation
 co-ordinates its activities and budget
 manages the Secretariat (2200 staff members)
 Marija Pejčinović Burić (Croatia) took office on 18 September 2019 for a            

five-year term.

http://www.coe.int/fr/web/secretary-general/home
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THE EUROPEAN ANTHEM
Prelude to the « Ode to Joy », Beethoven’s 9th 
Symphony, chosen by the Council of Europe in 1972 
and adopted by the EU in 1985
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THE EUROPEAN FLAG
Created by the Council of Europe in 1955 
and adopted by the European Union in 1985

EUROPEAN 
SYMBOLS
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