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Council of Europe  =  Human Rights

intergovernmental conventions

monitoring bodies
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Conventions

• Istanbul Convention  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is the Istanbul Convention, the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.

It characterised by the four Ps:  Prevention, protection, prosecution, co-ordinated politics
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• Istanbul Convention 

• Lanzarote Convention
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Conventions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Council of Europe Convention on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. 



Leuven | 17-08-28

• Istanbul Convention 

• Lanzarote Convention

• Convention on Action 
against Trafficking in 
Human Beings
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Conventions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 
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INGOs at the Council of Europe

• Participatory status of INGOs

• It is about us, the citizens
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You might ask: why is it good that SIE is represented at the CoE. 

We have a lot in common: our goals are 100% in line with those of the Council of Europe. Both SIE and the CoE fight for all aspects of equality between women and men.

When you strive for the citizens of Europe, it is important to hear their needs on one hand and to work hand in hand with them. Council of Europe needs the cooperation by civil society: therefore, INGOs have participatory status at the CoE

Looking at our own organisation: the work of the Council of Europe is very valuable for SIE programme and advocacy. With our presence at the Council of Europe, we have first-hand information and we can give feedback. 
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Common points between the CoE and SIE
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The SIE representative

Role at the CoE Role for SIE
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, what is the representative doing at the Council of Europe?

In a way, she has two masters. On one hand she has to serve SIE, on the other hand, she has to serve the Council of Europe. A good balance needs to be established between those two loyalties. 

Though the overall aims and goals are not at all contradictory, you easily have the feeling to betray one side when you invest more time in the other. In the end it should be a win-win situation. 

Let us look a the two sides.
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The SIE representative

Role at the CoE

• Promotes the work of 
the Council of Europe

• Contributes to the 
Conference of INGOs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at my role at the CoE, there is overlap to the role for SIE, because when I present my work at Soroptimist meetings or when I write articles, I promote the work of the Council of Europe.

At the Council of Europe, the big group of International NGOs is organised in the so-called Conference of INGOs. This is where all the representatives coordinate their various ways to contribute. There are many ways to become active.

When I was at the beginning of my first mandate as representative to the Council of Europe, I innocently asked the board what they expected from me to achieve at the Council of Europe. I did not get an answer. Now I know that this question was rather naïve. You contribute wherever you can in whatever way seems best to you  making best use of your skills.
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The Council of Europe and you

Join in

Write PFRs = Program Focus Reports!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Committees, 
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Thank you

contact: bettina.hahne@fastmail.fm
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