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SIPRESIDENT
Siew Yong Gnanalingam DearMember'

S e o Reference: Appointmentof Volunteer SIRepresentativestothe United Nations in Geneva

Maureen Maguire

SITRKEA:UE}ER Thank you for your interest in applying for the role of Soroptimist International
at in
Y Representative to the United Nations (UN)in Geneva.
Si DIRECTFJR OF ADVOCACY
LeighElwoodBrown o roptimist International, which consists of Soroptimist International of the
Americas, Soroptimist International of Europe, Soroptimist International of Great
GLOBAL EXECUTIVE o o ] ) . o
prRector  Britain & Ireland, Soroptimist International South East Asia Pacific, and Soroptimist
Deborah Thomas . . . .
International of Africa, is a global volunteer movement working together to transform
thelivesof womenand girls. Our network of over 66,000 club membersin 118 countries
works at a local, national, and international level to Educate, Empower and Enable
opportunities for women and girls.

Soroptimist International advocates for human rights and gender equality through
educationand empowerment. At the heart of Soroptimist International'sadvocacy is
itsworkacrossseven UN Centres, inwhich 24 Representatives ensurethat the voices
of women and girls around the world are included in international decision making.
Soroptimist International collaborates with other like-minded organisations on
issues of mutual concern, working together towards our common aspirations for
women.

The UN Representatives advocate effectively on behalf of women and girls as a
result of evidence provided by every Soroptimist taking direct action at the local
level. The current priority area of focus is the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which the UN set in 2015 as the agenda for the subsequent 15 years,
concentrating onGoal4 (Education),and Goal5(Gender Equality), andotherareasthat
relate to women’'s empowerment. This agenda is otherwise known as the 2030
Agendafor Sustainable Development.

Soroptimist Internationalislookingtoappoint UN Representativesin the Geneva area
to attend official UN meetings, and report back to SIHeadquarters.

We are looking for individuals with:
o Akeenawarenessandinterestincurrentglobalaffairs;
o Athorough knowledge of Soroptimist International’s organisational
structure, procedures and policies;
e Strongoralcommunicationskillsin English (essential);
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e Strong written communication skills in English, including the ability to write
clear and produce accurate blogs and contribute to position papers;

e Spoken and oral communication skills in French (desirable);

e Regular access to the internet. Must be comfortable with communicating
viaemailand have generalinformationtechnology(IT)skills;

o Theability to work effectively both as part of ateam, and independently, as
necessary;and

e Time and flexibility to attend UN meetings, collaborate with other NGOs,
serve on Committees and write reports.

Theapplicant should appreciate the time commitmentsrequired of therole(up to 25
hours per month, depending on the Commission). Applicants must also have reqgular
use and access to email and the internet.

PleasereturnyourcompletedapplicationformtoJosephMason, SIAdvocacyand
Communications Coordinator, Soroptimist International HQ at
advocacy@soroptimistinternational.org

Please use ‘UN Representative Application - Geneva’ as the subject line.
DeadlineforreceiptofthisapplicationisSunday 17 March 2024, 23:59 GMT.
Welookforwardtoreceivingyourapplication.

Bestwishes,

1\
| .

Utba 7 P ] ‘?("\ﬁ-vk.%j

Deborah Thomas
SlIGlobal Executive Director

SI (SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL) LIMITED
REGISTERED OFFICE: 8a ROMSEY TERRACE, CAMBRIDGE CB1 3NH UK COMPANY NUMBER 08670477

E-mail: hg@soroptimistinternational.org Website: www.soroptimistinternational.org
In General Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council, United Nations (ECOSOC); Operational Relations with the United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organisation (UNESCO); Special List of the International Labour Organisation

(ILO), Official Relations with the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO); Consultative Status with the United Nations Industrial Devel Organisation (UNIDO); Cq ive Status with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)



mailto:hq@soroptimistinternational.org
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
mailto:advocacy@soroptimistinternational.org

The Role of Soroptimist International Representatives at the United
Nations

Soroptimist International’s Volunteer United Nations Representatives serve as a link between
Soroptimist Clubs, Regions/Unions and Federations, and the International Community. They
worktoensurethattheadvocacyprioritiesof Slandthevoicesof womenandgirlsare shared with
decision-makers and policymakers at a global level.

UN Representatives also share information on emerging issues, trends, and best practices to Si
through Sl Headquarters. The activities undertaken by SI's UN Representatives are supported by
the Sl Advocacy Policy Advisor and the Sl Advocacy and Communications Coordinator at SIHQ,
the Chair of Global Policy, the Sl Director of Advocacy, and the Sl Global Executive Director.

To support SlI's work at the UN, each Representative will be assigned specific Thematic Areas,
Commissionsand Committeesto follow and onwhich to develop expertise, asappropriate to the
UN Centre at which they are active.

Key responsibilities of S| UN Representatives:

o FollowUNdiscussionsandresolutionsrelevanttothe Thematic Areatowhichtheyhave
beenassigned;

e Seekleadershipopportunitiesrelevanttotheirassignment;

e Participatein discussions expressing the Soroptimist viewpoint;

e Communicatewith Government Delegates, Agencies, and Programstoinformthem of Sl's
advocacyposition;

e LiaisereqgularlywithNon-Governmental Organisationswhichworkonsimilarissuestobuild
advocacy-basedrelationships;

o  WorkwithSIAdvocacyPolicyAdvisorandSIAdvocacyand CommunicationsCoordinator to
createanannualwork plan that contributesto theachievement of SI'sgoals;

e Attendonlinemeetingsand participateincallswithSIHQ;

e Attendteammeetingswithother SIUNRepresentativesattheirCentre;

e ReporttoSIHQonRepresentatives’'UNandadvocacyactivities;

e Supportinternationalcommunicationsbywritingblogs, reports, articlesetc;and

e Familiarisethemselveswith currentkeyissuesaffectingwomenandagirls.
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Application for Soroptimist International Representatives at the United
Nations

Applicant'sfullname:
CurriculumVitaeattached: Yes/No

Application date (dd/mm/yy):

Contact Information

Address:

Postcode/ZIP code:
Telephonenumber-mobile/landline(includinginternationalcallingcode): Email

address:

Soroptimist Information
FederationandClub:

Federationleadershipexperience, rolesandresponsibilities(includingapplicable dates):

Please complete all fields below:

1. UnitedNationsCentreforwhichyouareapplying:

Fluencyin English(written/spoken):
Distancefromtheaforementioned United NationsCentre:

Method of travelyou would use to traveltothe United Nations Centre:

Traveltime:

I N

Costperroundtriptothe UNandback(if bycar, determinethe costof gas/fueland parking fees

for the trip):

7. Weeklyavailability(outlinethenumberofhoursyoucoulddedicatetothisrole perweek, and your
availability to attend United Nations'activities, including on weekdays):

8. Doyouhaveregularinternetaccess: Yes/No

9. Areyoucomfortableusingemail: Yes/No

10. AreyouableandcommittedtoprovidingregularupdatesonyourUnited Nationswork (including
reqgular electronic reports and email communications):

11. PersonalexperiencewiththeUnited Nations, Non-GovernmentalOrganisationsor Related

Agencies:
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The below table lists Soroptimist International’s objectives. Please mark the boxes (x)
of the topic(s) you feel most knowledgeable about:

Increasingaccessto formaland non-formallearning opportunities

Improvingaccesstoeconomic empowermentand sustainable opportunitiesforthe
employment of women

Eliminatingviolenceagainstwomenandgirlsandensuringwomen’sparticipationin
conflictresolution

Ensuringwomenandgirls’food securityandaccesstothehighestattainable standards
of health care

Addressingthespecificneedsof womenandgirlsbyimprovingenvironmental
sustainability and mitigating the effects of climate change and disasters

Please outline your skills and abilities which would best serve Soroptimist
International:

(Pleaseincluderelevantinformation suchas: position(s)of leadership, significant successes,
involvement in Soroptimist International projects, additional and relevant skills, any further
information contributing to your ability to fulfil the role of United Nations Representative)

Your response:

Please outline why you are interested in serving Soroptimist International as a
Representative to the United Nations: (no more than 150 words)

Your response:
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References

Please provide contact information for two (2) references who can provide us information
regarding your suitability for this role, attesting to your related skills and experience. Both

references will be sought independently by Soroptimist International HO.

Reference I:

FullName:
Telephonenumber(includingcountrycode):
Emailaddress:

Relationshiptoyou:

Reference 2:

FullName:
Telephonenumber(includingcountrycode):
Emailaddress:

Relationshiptoyou:

Timeline for the appointment of Sl Representatives to the United Nations in Nairobi

Date Step
Sunday 17 March 2024 Deadline to apply (send application to
23:59 GMT advocacy@soroptimistinternational.org)
Friday 22 March 2024 Applicantswho meet thecriteriawillbe notifiedandinterviews set up.
17:00 GMT
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Website: www.soroptimistinternational.org
Contact: hg@soroptimistinternational.org
SI(SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL) LIMITED REGISTERED OFFICE:

8AROMSEY TERRACE CAMBRIDGE CB1 3NH, UK

COMPANY NUMBER: 08670477
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