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A Soroptimist Message of Solidarity for Peace and Human Dignity

As Soroptimists, we stand united in our mission to improve the lives of women and girls around
the world — a mission that is inseparable from the values of peace, dignity and justice.

In alignment with the Women, Peace and Security Agenda established by the UN Security Council
Resolution 1325, International Human Rights and humanitarian frameworks such as the Council of
Europe (CoE) Istanbul Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and
Domestic Violence and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), we raise our voices in solidarity with all those suffering the devastating
consequences of war and conflict, in every corner of the world where civilians are caught in
violence they did not choose.

We also support the UN’s Pact for the Future, which calls for renewed global solidarity, human
rights and gender equality as foundations for peace and sustainable development.

We are deeply moved by the pain of women who must give birth in fear, of children who are
orphaned or left without shelter, and of families who cannot access food, water, or safety. This
suffering knows no borders. And while we do not engage in politics, we cannot remain silent in the
face of such human tragedy.

We also want to express our deep respect and gratitude to humanitarian workers — doctors,
nurses, NGO staff, and UN personnel — who risk their lives daily to care for others. Their courage
and selflessness embody the values we stand for, and their sacrifice must never be forgotten.

Our voice is a humanitarian voice. We call for:
Respect for human life and dignity.

Protection of women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence during and after
conflict.

Protection of civilians and justice, in accordance with international humanitarian law, with
urgent attention to women, children, the elderly and those who are disabled, ill or
dependent, - all of whom face disproportionate risks — including abandonment, inability to
access first aid or medicine and risk being left behind in evacuations.

Safe and free access to food, water, healthcare and shelter in all conflict-affected regions,
including across borders, with guarantees of humanitarian airspace and terrestrial
corridors, ensuring the safe and effective delivery of aid to populations in need.

Support for peacebuilding efforts that include the voices and leadership of women.

We are especially alarmed by the gender-specific risks faced by women and girls in war zones:
from rape and sexual violence to displacement, trafficking, and the loss of legal and physical
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protections. These are grave violations of human rights — and they require urgent international
attention, accountability and commitment to prevention.

Now more than ever, we are reminded that peace is not the absence of war — it is the presence of
justice, safety, and dignity for all, from us all.

Let us continue our work with courage and compassion. Let us act locally, while thinking globally.
And let us remind the world that even in times of darkness, empathy, solidarity, and the belief in a
better future remain our guiding lights.

We are Soroptimists.
We stand for peace, we stand for dignity, and we stand together.
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