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Women once ruled Zürich!  The abbesses of 
the Fraumünster not only shaped the city for 
many centuries in terms of culture, politics 
and economics, they were, for some time, 
the unchallenged rulers of the city. However, 
when Katharina von Zimmern handed over 
the Fraumünster Abbey to the city in 1524, 
women lost their political voice for a long 
time. 

In addition to the Fraumünster Abbey, there 
were other women‘s convents in Zürich, and 
numerous beguines were part of the com-
munity in the pre-Reformation Zürich. 

On the tour we gain an insight into what lay 
behind the convent walls, and into how the 
role of women oscillated between power 
and powerlessness, as well as the changes in 
marriage and morals brought about by the 
reformation.

The Kunsthaus Zürich, the largest art muse-
um in Switzerland, presents over eight cen-
turies of art history. The collection ranges 
from the Middle Ages to the present day and 
includes paintings, sculptures, installations, 
photographs, videos and digital works, which 
can be seen in changing exhibitions.

In this guided tour, we learn more about 
the two private collections Merzbacher and  
Bührle, their backgrounds and masterpieces.

Following in the footsteps of strong women, 
we learn how pioneering women, fighters 
and politicians have shaped and continue 
to shape Zürich to this day. Is it possible to 
drive out an army without shedding blood? 
The brave women of Zürich once managed 
to do just that. Despite considerable resistan-
ce, they helped shape Zürich’s development 
for centuries, the scientific field, in culture 
and literature, as pioneers, politicians, advo-
cates and as strong women alongside many  
successful Zürich men.

On this tour of the city, you will visit places 
that illustrate the work and achievements 
of influential women such as Adele Duttwei-
ler, Franziska Dosenbach, Nadesha Suslowa,  
Johanna Spyri, Mileva Maric, Katharina von 
Zimmern. 

Tour A
Language: German
 
Guided tour “Women and Power” - Abbesses,� 
Beguines and the upheavals of the Reformation

Tour B
Languages: English | German | French
 
Guided tour of the Merzbacher and Bührle  
collection at Kunsthaus Zürich

Tour C
Languages: German | French
 
Guided tour “Zürich’s strong women”

The Social Program on 24 May 2025, 2 pm – approx. 4 pm




